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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE L | g
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE )
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 19 July 19LS
19 1w 1949 ,_,,2;523;]

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJECT; Soviet Avietion Day

1. The ennual air show celebrating Soviet Aviation Dey was
hold at Tushino airfield, Moscow, on 17 July. This evaluation is
based upon preliminary cable reports. Pictures end more complote
informetion are expected later. Approximately 500 eircraft, of which
351 were military types, participated. The numbers of the newer
combat types exhibited closely correspond to those shown in the Mey
Day paradew Following is a teble indiceting the more significant
aircraft eppeering in recent demonstrations and In the Aviation Dey
ceremony last yeers

. Aviation Dey May Day ’ Avietion Day
17 July 1949 1 May 1949 25 July 1948
30 B=-29 10 B=29 15 B-29
45 TU-2 45 TU-2 36 TU=2
(twin~engine bember) (twin-sngine bomber) (twin~engine bomber)
45 Stormovik 45 IL-10 27 IL=-10
(probebly IL-10) (stormovik) (stormovik)
36 YAK jet fighters 45 YAK~15 37 YAK=15
(probebly YAK-15 (single jet fighter) (single jet fighter)
AS &8 MIG jet fighters 45 MIG jet fighters 32 MIG=9 (single jet
( swept-beck wing) ( swept-back wing fighte:)') (conventionel
wing
AL 48 La Jet fighters 30 La jet fighters
(swept-back wing) (swopt-back wing)

2« Although this year's showing of 30 B-29s is the largest to
date, one formetion of 40 aircraft wes seen several deys previously,
apperently practicing fer the event, end a formation of 56 was seen

AR fw; mwfefore the 1948 Axiesien Day showe.
lgﬂj’ --A mo _7 Mﬁy
rW‘Wd Ao "7. 3¢ One new twin jet bomber with swept-back wings was reported.
43 -~ This is probably e developmental models Preliminary cables from Moscow
e @ indicate that four esdditional swept-back wing jet fighters participated.
I It is not yet clear whether these are new models. It is more likely
that they are modifications of the Lavochkin and Mikoyan-Gurevich deésigns.
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4, XNo outstanding developments over the previous show were
noted., The impression gained is one of normal progress. The press
reports of high speeds seem to have been based on the flight of &
previously shown twin jet bomber end the four individuael jet fighters
referred to sbove., The general tone of the exhibition was higher
then usual beceuse of the elimination of older, obsoleacent typess

5. Although previously displayed in Mey, end therefore not new,
the swept-bgck wing jet fighters eppeer to constitute the more signi-
ficant equipment exhibited. The two principal types noted seem to be
roughly compsrable to the American F-BG. The eppearance of 30-45 of
sach type is not of itself preclusive evidence that either is in
gories production. It is not uncommon Soviet prectice to produce that
large e number for State Tests prior to acceptence. The recent eward .
of & Stalin Prize to the designing teem of Mikoyan end Gurevich suggests
thet the MIG has now won officlal approvel end may soon enter seriss
production.

6. This Aviation Day exhibition continues teo support the belief
that Soviet eviation doctrine has meterislly chenged since World Wer Il.
At that time the Soviet Air Force was regerded as e tactical weapon to
be employed in the support of land srmiese As time passes 1t becomes
more evident that defense sgainst strategic eir attack end preperations
for waging strategic air werfare on their own account heve attained
increasingly greeter importance in Soviet consideretionss The production
in quantity of B-29 type bembers indicates e Soviet ewareness of the
pert long-distance air bombardment hes come to play in modern werferec.
The production in quantity of high-speed interceptors of the MIG and
Levochkin types would infer Soviet recognition of the ir own vulnerebility
to strategic air operations.

7. Any evaluation of the Soviet alr progrem based upon this and
previous air shows leeds to the conclusion thet it is genereally compereble
to our own, other than in very-heavy bombers. There eppears to be no
shortegs of designing talent. Production successes will probably be
conditioned by Seviet requirements for precision equipment in the
eloctronic end other fields necessary for a well developed end effective

air forcee
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